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defeat (May 14, 1509) which is reckoned the
beginning of its decline. Julius humbled the
Venetians to the dust; he set up once more
the States of the Church in Central Italy.
Then he turned on his confederate Louis XII.
He captured Mirandola, himself acting as
general, failed at Ferrara, and might seem
to be overwhelmed when young Gaston de
Foix won the bloody battle of Ravenna*
Easter Sunday, April II, 1512. But Gaston
was killed in the moment of victory; and
Julius outmanoeuvred the French schismatics
with his Lateran Council, got Bologna the
?"^econd time, restored the Medici at Florence
with Spanish help, not without frightful scenes
at Prato, and died, February 20, 1513, the
strongest Pope that was to be for centuries*
He had driven out the French. They would
return more than once, to be finally defeated
by Spain, which was now rising to-Imperial
dominion on both sides of the Atlantic.

Strange things were coming to pass. The
nephew of Sixtus IV., whose endeavours ta
oust the Medici from Florence had involved
him in conspiracy, and left to his apologists
no tolerable burden, was now their restorer,
His vacant throne would be occupied for
well-nigh twenty years by Leo X*, the son of
Lorenzo, and Clement VII., son, but not